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This month, Christians the world over celebrated  
Easter.  The  Rising of Jesus from the dead, is 
the cornerstone of the entire Christian faith.   
The meaning of life and its purpose as well as 
the assurance of  the  ultimate goal  that  every 
Christian  has in mind as his  final destination,  is 
entirely dependent on the Resurrection of Jesus.   
Therefore the choice that every Christian makes, 
each day of his or her life,  is only driven by the  
certainty of his or her belief in the Resurrection.  
As St. Paul,  the most important early preacher,   
who  fired the then entire world,  around the 
Mediterranean, with his preaching, categorically 
states,   “if Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.” (1 Cor 
15, 14)

But in our  preaching as well as in our exchange  
(dialogue) with other faiths, this central  truth 
of our faith, on which everything else depends,  
is understated.  The reasons for understating 
are multiple.  In the dialogue circles the primary 
reason why   the   Resurrection of Jesus takes  a 
back  seat,  is  the  common understanding of  all 
known religious traditions  about salvation.  For 
almost all,  salvation is  an individual journey   for 
liberation  by any name understood,  moksha, 
nirvana, samadhi, etc.  This journey  is the  endless 
and  unpredictable  law of  Karma,  and  the 
ultimate riddance of one’s  baggage of sin and its 
effects - endless cycle of uncertainty.  The logic 
of this is based on the fundamental philosophical 
perspective   that  sin is the result of  ignorance  
(inability) of the individual that he is the Atma (the 
Divine Reality), and until you achieve liberation 
from  that ignorance,  over multiple life cycles, 
you have no  release, i.e. salvation.

The liberation that a Christian achieves, is not the 
result of his/her efforts but the empowerment 
given by the Risen Lord.  There is a huge  gap to 
be filled between the two -  as the intervention 
of God in human history in  a manner that He 
(God) is almost losing his Divine is impossible to 
understand in all systems of Advaita or Dvaita, 
at least as it is explained  now.  This statement 
is not contrary to dialogue, because this the 

philosophical approach, and the religious 
approach could  take a different path. 
  
THE  ISSUES
1. I am neither a theologian,  nor  a biblical 

scholar, but the importance of Resurrection 
to our faith is so vital,  that one does not need 
to be either to understand it.     And  because 
the  Resurrection  of Jesus from the dead is 
so central to us, both for our  life experience 
as well as our need to explain,  it is important 
to  make it easy for ordinary faithful to  know in 
depth what their belief is all about.

2. The key elements that    theologians and 
biblical scholars  grapple  with while dealing 
with  Resurrection   as an essential part of the 
salvation  event, is the question  that is asked:   
did Jesus know that he was the promised 
Messiah.  If the Resurrection is taken to be part 
of the   plan of God in Jesus, that event should 
have been predicted and therefore expected 
as part of the revealed plan of God in Jesus. 
“Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again 
in three days.” (John, 2, 19); And I, when I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people 
to myself.”(John, 12, 32); For as Jonah was 
three days and three nights in the belly of the 
great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth. (Mt. 
12, 40); 21 From that time Jesus began to show 
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
suffer many things from the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 
third day be raised.(Mt. 16, 21); 1 And x He began 
to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer 
many things, and be y rejected by the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be z killed, 
and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke this 
word openly (Mk, 8, 31).

3. The Resurrection of Jesus is not an isolated 
incident in the history  of salvation of the world. 
It is the central element of God’s revelation 
to man/woman, that God loves man/woman.  
The imagery of the Garden of  Eden portrays 
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this, and the entire Old Testament  message 
of the coming of the Messiah, as the ultimate 
fulfillment of God manifesting Himself to the 
world, is not only about His appearance among 
us (Emanuel),  or even living among us as one of 
us, but most importantly, as a fulfillment of the  
unfolding of God’s plan – that God loves man in 
a manner that human kind is transformed once 
and for all. 

4. Other questions have been raised about 
Resurrection and the major distractions are:

a. That Jesus did not die on the cross, but 
only fainted and thus he revived and went 
away.  The  statement is laughable, after the  
excruciating death he suffered, the piercing 
with the lance, the extreme  interest that 
the chief priests  had in summarily finishing 
the threat of Jesus to them,  the  burial 
rites, the huge stone rolled on the mouth of 
the tomb  and the soldiers placed on watch,  
make this allegation baseless and  amusing.  

b. That the disciples stole the body of Jesus 
and hid it, and spread the canard upto this 
day that he had risen. The  amusing  part 
of this, is that the body, that was the object 
of such a controversy was not found upto 
to this day.  The version does not match 
with the following: i. the guys who had 
deserted Jesus and had run away, were 
in hiding and were completely distraught  
(Emmaus disciples), who in the Gospels are 
not even ready to believe that it is Jesus, 
when Jesus appeared,  would not do this; 
ii. And why would all  these apostles who 
had hidden the body of Jesus, die to defend 
that he was alive!!!  So, this theory is good 
for amusement;  

c. The third major allegation is that  the 
apostles were hallucinating.   How 
wonderful, they were hallucinating and 
continued to do so, even when martyred 
and dying, and that too in such numbers!! 

d. That it was all a myth.

MYTH,  HISTORY AND METAHISTORY
5. A more widely  accepted  understanding of 

history is “ facts and events that happened 
in the past and which have contributed to 

the development of human civilization”. How 
does one verify that events of  the past are 
real.  The empirical arguments are that i. they 
have been repeatedly seen, heard, touched, 
tasted, etc ( have been experienced through 
the senses);  ii. they have happened at a 
particular time in history,  and in a particular 
space (place, surroundings, environment, etc.  
;  iii. In case of past events, that they have been 
reported  by reliable witnesses; iv. That there 
is evidence, at present, directly connected 
with that event or the person that validate the 
fact of the  person or the event. 

6. Although the above arguments are correct,  
they are not exhaustive.  There is evidence 
of large meteorites having hit the earth and 
having caused craters. No one has seen them 
and even he/they were it would have been very 
few. The  evidence is left on the debris that 
exists.  It can be said so, of the solar system 
as well and so many others, whose  “historical  
evidence ” is based on valid inferences.

7. How does Resurrection fit into such a history 
jacket?  For the sake of consensus let us leave 
the apostles as witnesses, aside, because that 
is what the opponents allege.
(i) The first element that needs to be stated 

is: is the definition of history given above 
complete?  Are there persons and events 
that could be real, but do not comply with 
all the terms of the   “historicity”?  An event 
that defies the laws of nature but exists, 
would that comply with  the   terms of   
history?  e.g.  a sudden cure, or a sudden 
illness; a premonition of something that is 
about to happen, and it really does:  is  this 
history  too?

(ii) There is therefore another dimension to 
events and persons that goes  beyond 
history when  the event exists in time, 
but cannot be explained in space ( as 
conforming to  the laws of nature, as 
known to us now).  This history is known 
as “meta history” ,  (beyond history),  
because the existence of an event 
although complies with all the elements, 
cannot be explained  within the range of 
those elements, alone.

(iii) Resurrection does not correspond to 
the laws of nature, therefore it cannot 
be dismissed as non-historical, because 
it defies history, and is beyond it, 
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transcends history,  i.e. “metahistory”.   
The Resurrection of Jesus, while it   meets 
most of the requirements of  being history, 
at the same time it does not meet other 
essential elements of history:  the weight, 
the volume, the dimensions and the life 
(duration) of the Risen body?  This makes 
the Resurrection comply with history but 
transcend it.

8. A belief (faith) is relationship, and  historical 
evidence is science. Science is non-personal, 
non affective, not requiring allegiance, 
whereas faith (belief) is the opposite of it 
all.  Science is communicable, because it uses 
empirical, visible, tactile, etc. realities and 
categories , and therefore everyone can see 
it, touch it or even understand it.  Belief  does 
not have visible communicable categories or 
elements but responds through allegiance, 
commitment and personal transformation.

 So, if belief is not based on objective historical 
facts as they are validated by science, can 
it be concluded that belief can even be 
about a myth?  This is what some Christians 
although well meaning, who cannot explain 
Resurrection seek recourse to.  Is Resurrection 
a myth then?

9. Myth generally has been explained as (i)   a 
traditional story, especially one concerning the 
early history of a people or explaining a natural 
or social phenomenon, and typically involving 
supernatural beings or events, (synonyms: folk 
tale, story, legend, tale, fable, saga, folklore, 
etc) or (ii) as a widely held but false belief or 
idea.  So myth is  a false belief or idea, or is a 
subjective explanation about something real 
or imaginary. 

 The idea (i)  of “false”and “true”  relates to  
non existence of  objective empirical facts 
or  the existence of  such facts; the other 
explanation of  myth;  (b)  i.e. a traditional 
story, is about facts real or imaginary that are 
understood differently from their contextual 
reality. Both the above explanations about the  
understanding of  “myth ” relate to something 
that is believed but does not concur with the 
reality.

i. That Jesus was a living person who was 
killed,  is a universally accepted historical 
fact although there are those who 
deny it, without giving any reasons, or 

who magnify it  in such a manner that 
makes it unreal.   Even contemporary 
historians,  adverse to Christianity, affirm 
his existence.

ii. That after the death of Jesus there was 
a large group of followers who were 
completely transformed and embraced 
a new way of life,  defying all odds and 
persecutions,  including death,  and that 
movement did not cease  for more than 
18 centuries is also historically evident.

iii. Thirdly and most importantly, myth takes 
a long time, a minimum of 100 years to 
take hold, because its very existence 
depends on obscurity and inaccessibility. 
Whereas the impact of the belief in the 
Resurrection, the happenings around the 
event, like the Sanhedrin interventions, 
the Roman interventions, that happened 
immediately after the death of Jesus, 
within months, as depicted by Luke in 
the Acts,  do not comply with the myth 
phenomenon. 

iv. The immediate impact of  the belief of 
the Resurrection on the apostles and  the 
followers of Jesus, is far more powerful,  
evident and reliable, than what the 
witnesses may have stated about the 
fact of  the Resurrection   as  historical 
evidence,  which  testimony  may be  
questioned. 

10. So here we have historical evidence of 
a man called Jesus who lived and who 
was condemned to death.  We also have 
impeccable scientific and historical evidence 
of a large group of followers who after his 
death became transformed   and embrace  a 
new way of life that challenges, the natural,  
scientific understanding of life, relationships 
and aspirations.

11.  Our faith is not about the  scientific,  historical 
evidence alone, but about our theological 
understanding and its acceptance. The 
disciples were invited by Jesus to follow him, 
and they did so, leaving behind what they were 
doing.  It could just be possible that Jesus had 
a particular charisma  that appealed to their 
simplicity, or  perhaps they were even naïve to 
believe.  So they followed him,  and most did 
not even understand him, even up to the day of  
his death and even after his Resurrection.  So, 
the consequent transformation that followed 
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in their lives, is not a result of a predefined  
pattern, it is the opposite of it, and therefore 
makes the impact creditable.

12. We do not need much of  a blind belief here. 
The gospels do not paint Jesus in big colours, 
he is just an ordinary man who has a lot of 
appeal and people flock to him to listen to him. 
Something attracts people to him, although as 
events would unfold, they are not dumbstruck   
permanently  and turn over when the going 
gets bad  and even shout “crucify him, crucify 
him”. This is the historical context as it is 
recorded and we must accept it, as we would 
accept any other narrative. People may even 
question the “miracles” as they happened 
and that would be acceptable too.  If you are 
looking for objective historical evidence you 
have the duty to question everything, fair 
enough again.

13. Gospels appear later, much after  Jesus died 
and rose again (if so). Centuries later many 
writers have tried to explain the  Gospel 
events differently  and questioned  the Gospel 
narratives,  not so much about the reality of 
the events but about the way we understand 
them.  That is fair critique. So many among 
us, are not very comfortable to speak about 
Resurrection and we do so, we do it diffidently.

RESURRECTION  - WHAT DOES IT MEAN  
TO ME, AS A BELIEVER!

14. A believer does not look for historical 
evidence, that is the  task of the so-called 
theologians and biblical scholars.  A believer 
looks for Jesus who was born, died and rose 
again as his/her  Saviour.  There is no linkage  
whatsoever  between being one’s Saviour and  
God ,  with the historical aspect of that person 
or entity.  Even a quest for such a linkage is 
infructuous. 

15. A theologian who demands from the biblical 

scholar  a clear unassailable proof of what 
Jesus did or said, can do so for all time to 
come.  But a faithful does not need or demand 
an empirical proof of what Jesus did or said, 
but looks for that link between him or her and 
Jesus that gives his or her life a meaning.

If the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead is 
subjected to detailed scientific investigation  and 
found to be  correct, as a particular scientist would 
want to  see it, that would in  no way change 
the impact of the Resurrection on the Christian 
faithful,  because the  faith  of a believer does not 
depend on the historicity of  an event but on the  
transformative impact  a particular event has had  
on the life, perspective and aspirations of  the  
faithful.  

When a couple of scientists sat together to 
discuss the historical fact of the Resurrection, 
one scientist asked how would we be able to 
prove or disprove something which is beyond the 
realm of science. The Resurrection of Jesus is not 
only about Jesus rising from the dead but rising 
to life which is no longer subject to death.  How 
would a scientist address this issue, and with this 
the discussion ended.

So  is the Resurrection event real?  Is it historical?  
The answer to both the questions is: (a) the 
Resurrection is a “meta event”, i.e. an event 
that cannot be contained perfectly in space 
and time, categories, and (b) the Resurrection 
is “meta historical” because what happened at 
Resurrection impacted believers in a manner that 
is beyond history.

So for all those, especially who because of their 
conversations with individuals of other faiths 
find it difficult to speak about Resurrection, and 
consider it  myth, are free to do so, and since it is a 
myth for them it will impact them only as a myth, 
whereas for a believer it impacts fundamentally 
and allows him or her to see and live reality 
differently.
        

-Jose Alarico Carvalho
alarc22@yahoo.co.in

Faith is the bird that feels
the light when the dawn is still dark. 

-Rabindranath Tagore
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HAPPENINGS
AGNEL
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Bandra - Visit to various institutions

Bandra -Focussed look at Pre-Primary play 
station

Bandra -Inspecting Ashram Office Management System

Bandra -Enjoying performance by Balbhuvan children

Bandra -Interacting with a 
Balbhuvan Child Mst.Irfan 

Shaikh

Bandra -The Balbhuvan musicians at their best, mesmerizing Fr.General

Bandra -Receiving Floral welcome from Mst.Vedant
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Bandra -Launching  Engineering students’ car projectBandra -Taking a deeper look at machine shop

Bandra -Becoming all things to all menBandra -Enjoying performance by Balbhuvan children

Bandra -The Balbhuvan musicians at their best, mesmerizing Fr.General
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Fr. Seneto Peixot Fr. Alex Gabriel 
Fernandes
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Put your heart, mind, and soul into even your smallest acts. 
This is the secret of success.

-Swami Sivananda
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