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Guest Editorial

A Born Again Christian

What is New Year for a Christian?  It is to 
be twice-born in spirit and truth!

Jesus said to Nicodemus : “I tell you the truth, 
no one can see the Kingdom of  God unless he 
is born again.”  The Lord and Master added, 
“I tell you the truth, no one is born of  water 
and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh (lower 
[human] desires, evil), but the Spirit gives birth 
to Spirit.  You must not be surprised by my 
saying, “You must be born again” (Jn. 3:3-8).

Jesus revealed to the devout Pharisee, Nicodemus, 
that the Kingdom would be offered to the whole 
world (Jn. 3:16-The greatest passage in the 
whole of  the Bible!), not just to the Jews and that 
Nicodemus wouldn’t be part of  it unless he was 
personally born again.  This was a revolutionary 
concept: the Kingdom is personal, not national, 
and its entrance requirements are repentance 
and spiritual rebirth.

The Greek expression can mean either “again, 
“anew,” or “from above”.  “Nicodemus takes it 
to mean “again,” as if  Jesus required a physical 
rebirth to enter His Kingdom.  Jesus calls for a 
spiritual rebirth “from above”(CCC 526).  The 
Greek expression always means “from above,” 
elsewhere in John (3:31; 19:11,23).

What does it mean to be born of  water and the 
Spirit?  Jesus is speaking of  a single birth through 
the working of  water and Spirit together.  This 
suggests the Sacrament of  Baptism (1), A 
close link between water and Spirit together is 
referred to elsewhere in John’s writings (7:38-39; 
1Jn.5:8).  This is most evident in 1:33, where the 
Spirit descends upon Jesus at the very moment 
He is baptized in the waters of  the Jordan.  
(2)  Immediately following this episode, Jesus 
and the disciples begin a baptismal ministry 
in Judea(3:22).  (3)  Other NT PASSAGES 
DESCRIBE Baptism as a sacrament of  salvation 
through the Spirit (Acts 2:38;1Cor.6:11; Tit 

3:5; 1Pet 3:2).  The Old Testament envisions 
Yahweh pouring out His Spirit from above in 
the messianic age to come (Is. 32:15; Ezek.39:29: 
Joel 2:28-29).  This was depicted as water being 
poured upon the Israelites to wash away their 
sins and renew their hearts (Is.44:3; Ezek. 
36:25-26).  These prophetic hopes should have 
prepared Nicodemus to understand the thrust of  
Jesus’ teaching (Jn.3:10).  The Council of  Trent 
declared in 1547 that John.3:5 refers to Baptism  
“Water” is no mere metaphor, but a visible sign 
of  the Spirit’s invisible work in the Sacrament 
[(Sess.7, Can.2); CCC 694,1215,1257)].

In John 3:6, flesh represents all that is natural, 
earthly, and human, while spirit signifies all 
that is supernatural, heavenly and divine.  The 
distance once separating these realms has been 
bridged by Jesus Christ whose flesh (Jn.1:14) is 
an instrument that conveys the life and Spirit of  
God to the world. (Jn.5:21; 6-53; 20:22)

In Peter 1:22-23 sums this up beautifully: 
“Having purified your souls by your obedience 
to the truth for a sincere love of  the brethren 
love one another earnestly from the heart.  You 
have been “born anew,” not of  perishable seed 
but of  imperishable seed, through the living and 
the abiding word of  God.” 1 Pet. 1:22 echoes 
the New Commandment of  Jesus in John 13:34; 
and 1Pet 1:23 comments on the imperishable 
seed of  grace; and new life comes through the 
Gospel. It begets children of  God destined 
forever (CCC 1228, 2769).

“Born anew,” anagennao (Greek) means 
“regenerate” or “cause to be born again.”  It 
occurs in the New Testament only in 1 Peter 1:3 
and 1:23, but parallel notions are expressed in 
similar words in John 3: 3-5; Tit.3:5; 1 Jn.3:9.  
The idea is that the Father gives us a share in 
his own divine life in a supernatural way- in the 
Spirit!
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-Leon Bent

The Dance of Peace 
and Horrifying Divisiveness

It is perhaps a first in independent India’s 
political history. The protest against the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), 2019, has 
spread to almost every corner of  the country. 
Some are protesting because the CAA allegedly 
violates the secular identity of  the country, while 
others fear that it will endanger their linguistic 
and cultural identity. Yet others believe that 
while the CAA itself  is innocuous, combined 
with the proposed nationwide National Register 
of  Citizens (NRC), an exercise that has run into 
controversy in Assam, 
it will become a tool 
to exclude the Muslim 
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e 
country. 

According to the CAA, 
H i n d u ,  C h r i s t i a n , 
Buddhist, Jain, Sikh and Parsi migrants who 
have entered India illegally-that is, without a 
visa-on or before December 31, 2014 from 
the Muslim-majority countries of  Pakistan, 
Afghanistan and Bangladesh and have stayed in 
the country for five years, are eligible to apply 
for Indian citizenship.

Why is the provision extended only to people 
of  six religions, and not Muslims, and why 
does it apply only to people coming from these 
three countries? These two ‘satanic’ Bills, plus 
other forms of  divisiveness and vindictiveness 
by the ‘Saffron Brigade’ Government has 
sparked rioting, arson, violence, vandalism and 
lawlessness. Love, joy, peace and harmony have 
been thrown out of  the window in one big 
sweep. In the vortex of  this darkness and fear 
we welcome the Universal Church’s celebration 
of  Peace or better still, Shalom.

The message for the 53rd World Day of  Peace on 
January 1st as Pope Francis declares it, is: “Peace 
as a Journey of  Hope: Dialogue, Reconciliation 
and Ecological Conversion”. 

“Peace is a great and precious 
value, the object of our hope 

and the aspiration of the entire 
human family.

“Peace is a great and precious value, the object 
of  our hope and the aspiration of  the entire 
human family. Hope is, thus, the virtue that 
inspires us and keeps us moving forward, even 
when obstacles seem insurmountable. Peace 
is a journey of  listening based on memory, 
solidarity and fraternity. Peace is also a journey 
of  reconciliation in fraternal communion. May 
the God of  Peace bless us and come to our aid.”

“May Mary, Mother of  the Prince of  Peace 
and Mother of  al l 
the peoples of  the 
earth, accompany and 
sustain us at every 
step of  our journey of  
reconciliation.”

“May al l  men and 
women experience a life of  peace, and develop, 
fully, the promise of  life and love dwelling in 
their heart.”

The Bible talks of  a deeper and more intense 
form of  peace; Shalom, which means universal 
flourishing, wholeness and delight – a rich state 
of  affairs in which natural needs are satisfied 
and natural gifts fruitfully employed - a state of  
affairs that inspires joyful wonder, as its Creator 
and Saviour opens doors, and welcomes the 
creatures in whom he delights. Shalom is 
a Hebrew word meaning peace, harmony, 
completeness, prosperity, welfare and tranquillity 
– “nothing missing, nothing broken”.

The first example of  peace in the Bible is the 
condition that existed in the Garden of  Eden. 
Adam and Eve were at peace with God and all 
He created. Their needs were supplied. They did 
not suffer hunger, disease or pain of  any kind. 
Beauty surrounded them, so that, they could 
experience and enjoy it. They weren’t lonely, for 
they had each other, and more importantly, they 

Contd. on Pg. 8
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Obedience to 
The Past is Disorder

- J Krishnamurti, Speaking Tree

Except perhaps in nature, when you look 
around, you see that there is much misery, 

confusion and violence. If  man had set out 
deliberately to bring about chaos in the world, he 
could not possibly have succeeded as much as the 
present actual state of  destruction, hatred and 
anarchy. This is the result of  the lives, attitudes, 
values and superstitions of  past generations.

You often hear that the future is in the hands 
of  the younger generation. Is this so? Or is it 
that younger generations are also so heavily 
conditioned by the past – of  which they may 
not be conscious at all – that they revolt only 
superficially against the established order? This 
superficial revolt gives them a certain vitality and 
freshness which is mistaken for a new beginning. 
Every generation has been more or less in revolt 
against the past, but they are soon trapped by the 
past, by the society, culture in which they have 
lived.

Every one of  us has to think, act and live in 
a totally different way that is not based on 
aggression, acquisitiveness and the predatory 
instinct that man has inherited. This revolution 
is not in the social or economic field but at a 
much greater depth; it is in the very structure of  
human consciousness. So the crisis is not one of  
youth against former generations, or one religious 
formula against another, or one country against 
another, but at the very root of  our being. The 
decision is whether we continue with the past or 
find a way of  living in which conflict in any form 
does not exist.

To find a new way of  life, order is necessary. 
Order is not imitation or acceptance of  a pattern 

as a way of  life. It is not obedience to a higher 
authority, whether that authority is outer or inner. 
Order is not conformity either to a way of  life 
established through tradition or to a way of  life 
cultivated for oneself. All such order is essentially 
a form of  acceptance of  conformity.

Order cannot possibly exist when there is fear; 
fear and disorder go together. The social structure 
in which we live, by its very nature, produces this 
disorder. It is this disorder that we are frightened 
of  ... our so-called morality is no more than 
adjustment to disorder.

When we talk of  order we mean a state of  mind 
that is the natural outcome of  understanding the 
actual nature of  disorder. It is not the cultivation 
of  a new pattern or system to be followed; rather, 
it is seeing the nature of  disorder and its danger. 
Freedom does not come from discipline as it is 
generally understood, which is to conform, to 
suppress, to obey, and so on. Discipline means 
learning.

So you have to become a disciple of  freedom; 
and there is no guru to tell you what freedom is. 
So order is possible only when there is learning 
about freedom. This learning is the continuation 
of  freedom in action.

So authority comes to an end. Of  course there 
must be the authority of  the policeman and the 
law, but there is no other authority. For freedom, 
which is order, cannot exist in the shadow of  
authority, whether it is the authority of  tradition 
or the authority that one has gathered through 
experience and knowledge. Authority is always 
the past, and obedience to the past is disorder.

Courtesy: Times of  India
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Feast of the Epiphany

We all know the popular Feasts like 
Christmas, Easter but the Feast of  the 

Epiphany is a Feast that maybe not be well-
known but still it is one that is very important.

What is this Feast all about?

The Epiphany is a Christian Feast that celebrates 
the revelation of  God incarnate as Jesus Christ.

This Feast according to Western Christianity, 
commemorates principally but not solely, the 
visit of  the Magi to Christ. The Magi are often 
called as the Three Kings or Three Wise Men.

This Feast is, therefore,  also known as the Feast 
of  the Three Kings day.

It is celebrated as Little Christmas. This Feast 
of  the Three Kings is celebrated in the Catholic 
Church.

According to Eastern Christians, however, it is a 
Feast that commemorates the Baptism of  Jesus in 
the Jordan River. This validates His manifestation 
to the world as the Son of  God.

When is this Feast celebrated? Traditionally, this 
Feast is celebrated on the 6th of  January.

The Monday after Epiphany is known as Plough 
Monday. Every Feast day has popular traditions 
like in Christmas we decorate the tree, make 
a crib, sweets are distributed to friends and 
relatives. Easter is celebrated by the popular 
tradition of  Easter eggs and Easter bunnies made 
out of  chocolate or marzipan.

Similarly, the Feast of  the Epiphany is celebrated 
by chalking the door, having one’s house blessed, 
consuming the Three Kings cake, winter 
swimming and attending Church services.

In order to comprehend both the Western 
Christian and Eastern Christian point of  view 
regarding this Feast, let us examine the two 
concepts, namely the Three Kings, and the 
Baptism of  Jesus Christ. The Three Kings or 

Three Wise Men as they are known visited the 
infant Jesus in His manger on that cold snowy 
Christmas night.

They were the only visitors with the shepherds 
and angels.

The Three Kings had come to meet Herod 
telling him that they had heard of  the child who 
was to be the future King of  the Jews. They had 
observed the star in the sky and knew it foretold 
that Christ was born.

However, King Herod was very terrified and 
summoning his trusted chief  priests found out 
that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem, 
Judea.

Herod called the Three Kings and he told them 
to find the child and when he had found them, 
he would himself  pay homage to the child.

The Three Kings believed him and they followed 
the star. It led them to the manger where baby 
Jesus lay in a straw bed. This humble abode did 
not shock them at all, they humbly bowed before 
the infant Jesus and offered their three gifts. The 
gifts were gold, frankincense and myrrh.

However, they were warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod. Thus cleverly, they heeded 
the dream and set out for their own country by 
another path.

Were the Magi really three Kings?

There is nothing in the Bible that definitely states 
that the Magi were rulers of  countries. The 
Three Wise Men are known as Melchor, Caspar 
and Balthazar.

When the Magi saw the infant Jesus they fell to 
their knees, worshipping Him. This gesture has 
important significance for till today, kneeling 
is considered to be an act of  adoration and 
reverence to God.

If  we wish to examine the three gifts brought by 

For we have seen His star in the East and are come to worship Him- Mathew 
- Christine D’Sylva.
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the Three Wise Men we can comprehend that 
these gifts were actually common gifts offered to 
Kings in the past.

Gold is a symbol of  kingship, frankincense 
is a symbol of  deity, and myrrh, which is an 
embalming oil, is a symbol of  death.

We can also say that gold symbolises virtue, 
frankincense symbolises prayer, and myrrh 
symbolizes suffering which Christ would 
eventually face by His death on the Cross.

Little, however, is known about what subsequently 
happened to the three gifts. Various theories sre 
propounded but there is no validation as to really 
what happened to the gifts.

The Three Kings at Cologne Cathedral, 
according to tradition, contains the bones of  
them and was discovered by Saint Helene on her 
famous pilgrimage to Palestine.

What do we learn from the Magi? The most 
important lesson we learn is that Christianity is 
like a guiding star that leads us to God. Wise men 
still seek God and try to find Him. God is not 
hiding from us, He always wishes us to develop 
an intimate relationship with Him.  Christianity 
teaches us that we do not have to seek God in 
the Heavens because when Jesus came down on 
earth, it was God who sought us and wanted to 
reach our hearts. This only serves to remind us of  
his immense love for mankind. He is, therefore, 
not an indifferent cold God but one who is warm, 
loving and like a Father to us.

The Eastern Christians celebrate this Feast as the 
Baptism of  Lord Jesus in the river Jordan.

According to Mathew in the Bible, Jesus came 
from Galilee to be baptized by John. But John 
deterred him saying, “I need to be baptised by 
you, and do you come to me?”

Jesus replied, “Let it be so now, it is proper for us 
to do this so as to fulfil all righteousness.”

John consented.

As soon as Jesus was baptised, He went out of  
the water. At that moment, Heaven opened and 
He saw the Spirit of  God descending like a dove 

and alighting on Him. 

A voice from Heaven said, “This is my Son 
whom I love, with Him I am well pleased.”

It is unclear as to why Jesus, who was sinless, 
needed to be baptised. However, one theory 
could be that Jesus was wholly obedient to God 
the Father, and His baptism signifies a kind of  
reverence and humility to bow down before 
God. It depicts Jesus and His loving reverent 
relationship with God the Father. It promotes us 
to seek a beautiful and meaningful relationship 
with God. It was also because Jesus accepted 
Baptism, we still follow this practice in the 
Church today and Baptism is a must to become 
a Christian in the true sense of  the word.

Thus, Baptism signifies obedience and reverence 
to God.  The Baptism of  today signifies being 
baptised by the Holy Spirit.

Also, after the Baptism of  Christ, it was more 
accepted by people that Jesus truly was the Son 
of  God. There was little room for doubt after this 
because of  the Voice from Heaven proclaiming 
him to be God’s Son.

Therefore, it is unsurprising then that Jesus 
consented to be baptised because this was God’s 
Divine plan.

Let us celebrate this Feast of  the Epiphany with 
joy and  may celebrating it, deepen our faith in 
God. This Feast teaches us valuable lessons of  
faith, hope, obedience and reverence to God. 
It teaches us that if  the Three Kings found the 
Lord, so can we. Christianity is a guiding bright 
star that enables us to reach God not just in 
Heaven but seeking God by loving our fellowmen 
just like Christ taught us to do.

Let us conclude with a prayer. 

O God, our Father, by the leading of  a star you 
manifested your only Son to the Peoples of  the 
Earth, lead us who know you now by faith, to 
your presence where we may see your glory face 
to face.

Through Jesus Christ Our Lord who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
now and forever. 
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Believe in  your own capacity for 
goodness and  all will be well

All writers are  vain, selfish and  lazy, and at the  bottom of   their motives there lies a mystery.

- George Orwell

For the most part, we receive too much 
information.  We are bombarded with  print, 

sound, images.  Many of  us cultivate a healthy 
scepticism:  We considered  the source.  What  
does  this  person,  this  agency,  this  network, 
this advertiser, or  the elected  official stand  to 
gain  from  telling  me  this information?  

But  we  cannot  doubt  everything.   Humans 
need  to  believe in something wildly implausible 
on the face of  it.  Thus, cults and causes abound.  
In this  age of   widespread corruption and  
cynicism, faith also is  widespread.

Faith is  healthy; it is an affirmation of   human  
worth and  continuity.  Fortunate  are  those 
of   us  who have both  strong  faith and  good  
judgement.    Belief  in  the essential  goodness 
of  our  fellows and  in  the  basic  rightness of  
our  world can renew our  vitality and  remind  
us  to  treat others with the  respect due to their  
humanity.  In  turn, others will respect our belief  
in  them.

Sometimes, faith  is  betrayed;  sometimes we  
stumble and fall.    But  the delusions or  mistakes 
of   others need  not make  us sour; they are part 
of   the mystery.

had an intimate relationship with their Creator. 
If  anyone ever experienced peace, it was Adam 
and Eve. 

The Church’s Social Vision: The primary 
way in which the Church contributes to the 
reconciliation of  the human family is the 
Church’s own universality. Understanding itself  
as “a Sacrament of  intimate union with God and 
of  the unity of  mankind,” the Catholic Church 
takes the promotion of  unity, and accordingly 
peace, “as belonging to the innermost nature of  
the Church.” For this reason it fosters solidarity 
among peoples, and calls peoples and nations to 
sacrifices of  advantages of  power and wealth, 
for the sake of  solidarity of  the human family. 
The Eucharist, which strengthens the bonds of  
charity, nourishes such solidarity. The Eucharist, 
in turn, is an expression of  the charity which 
binds members of  the community in Christ (1 
Cor. 11:17-34).

Now, this gold nugget! Pope Francis hailed 
Thomas Merton as an American whose life 
exemplifies the aspirations and qualities that 
are needed in a great nation. He cited Merton’s 
autobiographical description of  himself  in “The 

Seven Storey Mountain”, as a man born in 
freedom, but a prisoner of  his own selfishness 
and violence. Overcoming those contradictions 
—which every human being faces — he became 
a man of  prayer and thought that, led to him 
becoming a voice for dialogue between religions 
and between enemy nations. The Pope, citing 
Merton’s example, said that it is his duty to 
build bridges. Thomas Merton’s writings and 
his witness to the work of  meeting cultural and 
political crisis with a firm intellectual grasp, 
joined to an intuitive way of  speaking to the 
contemplative quest at the heart of  every human 
journey. 

And, this final flourish! Real peace needs to 
be worked at, like a life-long relationship. It 
is built by those who direct their efforts to its 
establishment, day after day. Its pursuit means 
listening to the voice of  the oppressed and being 
challenged to action. It means seeing all humanity 
as our brothers and sisters and honouring other 
people’s development, as well as our own. And it 
means building a future for the next generation, 
so that, they can know life in all its fullness and 
peace in its entirety.

The Dance of Peace and Horrifying Divisiveness - Contd. from pg 4
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Fr. Agnel Ashram - Bandra
MASSES and NOVENAS ON SUNDAYS

Weekdays Mass in English at 6.00 p.m.
Novena Prayers and Kissing of  Relic are held 

on every Saturday after 6.00 p.m.
Mass Favours obtained, petitions and 

offerings may kindly be sent to :
Rev. Fr. Superior
Fr. Agnel Ashram 

P.O. Box – 6656, Bandstand, 
Bandra (W), Mumbai – 400 050.

Tel : 67114000.
Fax : 67114100.
Email : agnelashramnews@gmail.com
Web : http://ash.fragnel.edu.in

MORNING
TIME MASS TIME NOVENA
07:00 a.m. English 07:45 a.m.   English
08:00 a.m. Konkani 08:45 a.m.   Konkani
09:30 a.m. English 10:15 a.m.   English

TIME NOVENA TIME MASS
10.30 a.m. Tamil 11.00 a.m. Tamil

EVENING
TIME NOVENA TIME MASS
03.00 p.m. Gujarati & Marathi 03.30 p.m. Marathi
06:15 p.m. English 06:30 p.m. English
07:15 p.m. English 07:30 p.m. English

Annual Day 2019

Fr. Agnel Multipurpose School and Jr. 
College, Vashi, Navi Mumbai, held its 37th 

Annual Day Celebrations on 19th, 20th and 
21st December 2019 at the Agnel Playground.  
1700 participants (KG – Jr. College) staged 
“Tarangini” – a dance drama about the rivers 
of  India.  Conceptualised and scripted by 
Vice Principal – Mrs. Vijaya Vaithilingam, this 
production saw the enthusiastic involvement of  
children, teachers, the Management, parents, 
Staff  members, ex-students and well-wishers.  
Dance direction and Choreography for this show 
was done by Anushree Bonnerjee (Founder and 
Artistic Director, Drutam Dance Ideas Lab) and 
her team members, Nilesh Singha and Namahan 
Mazoomdar.  Agnelite Shruti Patil and Lakhan 
Salgar of  Machaao Eventers managed the stage, 
light, sound and production.

Most Rev. Bishop John Rodrigues (Auxiliary 
Bishop of  the Archdiocese Bombay), Mr. 
Antonio Bosco Menezes (Former Ambassador of  
EU in Bangladesh) and Global Executive Leader, 
Mr. Rahul Colaco (President, Royal Friesland 
Campina, China) graced the function as Chief  
Guests on 19th, 20th and 21st respectively.     
Rev. Fr. Magi Murzello (Rector, St. Andrews 

College, Bandra), Rev. Fr. Crispino (Rector, Don 
Bosco, Matunga) and Rev. Fr. Valerian D’Souza 
(Director, Fr. Agnel Technical Complex, Bandra) 
were the Guests of  Honour.  Meritorious 
students of  HSC and SSC (2018-19), winners 
of  Scholarships and Special Excellence awards 
were felicitated by the distinguished guests at this 
function.

Hailed as a ‘spectacular’ show by one and all, 
“Tarangini” left an indelible mark in the hearts 
of  the viewers, not only as a creative, cultural 
programme but also as a production that 
powerfully brought out the important message 
of  Saving Water and Saving the Rivers.  In 
keeping with the mission of  the school, to 
provide Education with values, “Tarangini” 
also succeeded in kindling the feeling of  pride 
and love for the country and its rivers in the 
participants and viewers.  The values and life 
lessons that rivers teach mankind was another 
take-away from the memorable event.

The Management, Staff, students and parents of  
Fr. Agnel Multipurpose School and Jr. College, 
have resolved to continue being involved in this 
mission of  spreading awareness about the need 
for Saving Water and Saving for the Rivers.
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Annual Day Celebration

People of Gujarat

Principal and Vice Principal Tarangini

People of Goa People of Maharashtra

People of Maharashtra

Chief Guest releasing Agnel Clarion

Dolphin in River Beas

People of Punjab

Kashmiri Rauf Dance River Brahmaputra

Song of Aid
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Annual Day Celebration

School ChoirTarangini

Kerala Boat race

People of Maharashtra

People of Punjab

River Brahmaputra River Cauveri

Ganga Behti ho Kyon

Going to the river

Kuchupudi Dance

Kuravanji Dance

River Dihang
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Basketball Championship 

International Chef’s Day Verna Goa

Twin Glory For Agnels

International Chef ’s Day was celebrated at 
Agnel Institute of  Food Crafts and Culinary 

Sciences, Verna, Goa on 14th October 2019 by 
the Culinary Forum of  Goa, which comprises of  
Executive Chefs of  Star Hotels.

Executive Chef  Bharucha of  Leela Beach 
Resort, Mobor, Chef  Sunit Sharma VP of  
CFG, Chef  Manjit of  Holiday Inn, Chef  Ranjit 
Pandey, President CFG and Corporate Chef  of  
Holiday Inn, Chef  Abhay Kumar of  Kenilworth 
Beach Resort, Chef  Farookh of  Zuri White 
Sands Resort, Chef  Sarita, Chef  Sujata of  VM 
Salgaocar Institute, Chef  Ghanshyam of  Surya 
Kiran Heritage and all other chefs participated 

in this event.

A sumptuous lunch was provided for the 
underprivileged 260 children from Clunny 
Convent, Verna, Agnel Ashram, Verna, and St 
Joseph’s Convent, Nagoa, Verna, followed by 
Interaction with the Chefs. Some takeaway gifts 
were given to the Children along with Muffins & 
Milkshakes sponsored by Storia.

The children enjoyed Star hotel dishes such as 
Asian sweet garlic chicken, oriental fish in light 
soya, mushroom spinach ravioli, hakka noodles, 
pizza margarita etc. Assorted potato fries where 
provided by McLain.

The Fr. Agnel boys Vashi team won the 
U-17 State Level Basketball Championship 

conducted by the District Sports office. The 
Championship was held at Solapur from 1st to 
3rd November 2019. In the same Championship, 
the Fr. Agnel U-19 boys team bagged the Third 
place. This Tournament was conducted at Satara 
from 4th to 6th November 2019.

Six students from different age groups have 
been selected for school nationals. The selected 
players are as follows:

• Parth Kale, AquibZariwala& Stephan Dias 
from U-17 boys team.

The ‘Carmel Khiladi Basketball’ event was 
organized by Apostolic Carmel High School 

and Junior College, Bandra. The Fr. Agnel U-16 
boys and girls were crowned winners in the 
tournament. The Fr. Agnel boys team clinched 
the title by defeating the OLPS team in the finals. 
The girls team beat the host school team to win 
the tournament. Jemima Rodrigues, a member 
of  the Indian Women’s Basketball Team, graced 
the occasion as Chief  Guest.

• Aniket Raut &Aarga Ghanta have been 
selected from the U-19 boys team.

• Tanisha Chavan was selected from the U-17 
girls category.
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International Conference at CRCE, Bandra

Industrial Visit by CRCE Students, Bandra

The 6th edition of  the biennial International 
Conference on Advances in Computing 

Communication and Control, spread over 20 and 
21/12/2019,was inaugurated on 20thDecember 
2019 at 10.00 am. The inaugural function was 
blessed by Rev. Fr. Valerian D’Souza, Director, 
Fr. Agnel Technical Complex, Bandra. Mr. 
Menezes, COO,Godrej &Boyce Mfg. Co.Ltd, 
graced the occasion as the Chief  Guest.  Dr. 
S.V.Kulkarni, IEEE Bombay section , was 
the Guest of  Honor. Dr. Srija Unnikrishnan, 
Principal, welcomed the gathering and gave a 
brief  overview of  the history and the vision of  
the Institute. Dr. S K Surve, General Chair, 
explained the scope of  the conference and the 
review process of  the papers. Mr. Menezes 
appreciated the coverage of  conference and 
enlightened the audience about the conflicting 
merits and demerits of  cyber space and physical 
space. He also emphasized on the contribution 
of  social scientists in defining problems and the 

technologist’s responsibility to obtain solutions 
for the same. The e-Conference Souvenir was 
released by the Dr. Srija Unnikrishnan, Principal. 
Dr. Sapna Prabhu, Conference Chair, gave Vote 
of  Thanks. 

The inaugural session was followed by 
Keynote Address by Dr. Shravan Hanasoge, 
ScientistTIFR, on the theme ‘Machine Learning. 
Later, technical paper presentations and 
deliberations were held at three parallel venues, 
assigned for various topics. Video conferencing 
facility was extended to the authors, who could 
not attend the conference.Three Papers were 
shortlisted for first three prizes based on grading 
by session chairs. The conference was sponsored 
AICTE, New Delhi. All the presented papers 
will be uploaded on the IEEE Explore Digital 
Library. The Guests, Session chairs, Authors and 
delegates appreciated the organization of  the 
Conference and the associated arrangements. 

After lunch the children sang songs and gave 
hand-made thank you cards for all the Chefs 
Individually, they also sang a thank you song to 
all the Chefs who had provided the lunch.

The programme was coordinated by Agnel 
Institute of  Food Crafts and Culinary Sciences, 
Verna, in association with Culinary Forum of  
Goa for the 7th Consecutive Year.

The much-awaited annual industrial visit of  Fr. 
Conceicao Rodrigues College of  Engineering, 

Mumbai took place with a centralized conglomerate 
of  staff  & students to Chandigarh, Shimla & Manali 
from the 27th December 2019 to 4th January 2020 
with proposed industrial visit sites scheduled at 
Rajiv Gandhi Information Technology (IT) Park 
at Chandigarh, Micro Turners Group at Baddi, 
(Himachal Pradesh) & Jay Bee Transformers at 
Panchkula (Haryana). The industrial visit was 
organized by the technical councils of  the college 
viz. IEEE-WIE, SAE, ACM & CSI who handled 
every detail – right from the planning to execution. 
Leading the group were student Ricky Stanley of  
B.E. (Electronics Engineering), Akshay Dixit of  T.E. 

(Production Engineering) & Sahil Gupta of  
T.E. (Computer Engineering).

A total of  145 students, mainly comprising 
from second year, third year & final year 
engineering from all four branches viz. 
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electronics, production, computer & information 
technology were accompanied by the following 
staff  members :-

• Dr. Brijmohan S. Daga, Professor & Head, 
Computer Engineering Department

• Dr. Nilesh M. Patil, Assistant Professor, 
Information Technology Department

• Prof. Unik B. Lokhande, Assistant Professor, 
Information Technology Department

• Prof. (Mrs.) Supriya S. Kamoji, Assistant 
P ro f e s s o r,  C o m p u t e r  E n g i n e e r i n g 
Department

• Prof. (Mrs.) Dipali Y. Koshti, Assistant 
P ro f e s s o r,  C o m p u t e r  E n g i n e e r i n g 
Department

• Prof. Jayen Modi, Assistant Professor, 
Electronics Engineering Department

• Mr. Yogesh Chavan, Non-teaching staff  
(Peon)

The complete arrangement of  the tour was 
outsourced by the students’ council to Mr. Nitish 
Parab of  ‘Around the Globe (ATG)’ holidays who 
accompanied the group along with four of  his 
associates. The journey began on morning of  27th 
December 2019 with the entire group assembling 
at Bandra Terminus Railway Station to catch the 
12:45 pm Garib Rath Express (12216) which 
disembarked at Sarai Rohilla Railway Station, 
Delhi next day at 12:30 pm. The return journey 
was from Hazrat Nizamuddin Railway Station, 
New Delhi by Garib Rath Express (12910) on the 
afternoon of  3rd January 2020 at 03:35 pm. The 
whole group reached Mumbai safely in the late 
morning of  4th January 2020.

Usually the underlying objective of  any industrial 

visit is for students to gather a first-hand experience 
of  how the professional working methodology, 
various industrial processes, machinery & other 
related equipment are in place so that once 
they enter into the professional field, after the 
completion of  their respective courses, so these 
industrial tours are an effort to bridge this gap 
of  practical exposure. Typically benefits of  any 
industrial visits are generally (but not confined to 
the following) :-

• It help students gain first hand information 
regarding functioning of  the Industry

• Provides an insight into the real working 
environment of  the Industry

• Helps them to see their future place in the 
working world 

• This also serves as a relation building process 
between institutes and industry

• Many of  the companies also use it as tool for 
building brand awareness

• Helps to enhance their interpersonal skills 
and communications

• Helps to understand the do’s and don’ts of  
the industrial practice

Visions has a creative web design and software 
development team in India proudly servicing 
clients worldwide. The company specializes 
in web design & development, customized 
standalone software development as well as 
Mobile Applications. Their expertise includes 
Magento, MEAN / MERN Stack, React Native 
development, Python, UI / UX Design, PHP, 
Hybrid Mobile Apps across Android & iPhone 
platforms. With over two and a half  decades of  
work experience in technology Visions Software 
Pvt. Ltd. is focused on understanding client’s 
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requirements, providing quality work & being 
result oriented. 

The A2IT Pvt. Ltd. is one of  the most reputed 
group for technological education and research in 
Chandigarh. Known for its strong relations with 
the industry, the A2IT Mohali has always been 
a favorite destination of  recruitment for many 
firms. The Corporate Relations & Placement 
Department plays a very important and key 
role in counseling and guiding the students of  
the Institute for their successful career, which is 
a crucial interface for the students between the 
stage of  completion of  academic programs of  
studies and entry into the professional life. The 
department coordinates various activities related 
to the placement of  the students. The company 
provides the following services :-

• Telecom Network Integration: Providing 
Telecom and Network Solutions from last 
10 years in Industries and also providing 
corporate training in Network, Cloud 
Computing, CCNA, CCNP, CCIE, Network 
Security and Telecom Sector.

• Mechanical Engineering Solutions: A2IT 
Mohali Mechanical design services on offer, 
range from concept design right through to 
detail engineering, analysis & prototyping, 
using industry best practices for CAD, CAM 
and CNC Turning & Milling.

• Software Engineering Solutions: Organizations 
need to adopt agile, pioneering and outgoing 
approach to strategically address complex web 

application issues and simultaneously increase 
revenues while reducing operational costs. 
A2IT Mohali proven & practical standards 
of  tailored (web applications development, 
mobile applications development, desktop 
applications development) on different 
technologies.

• Embedded & Automation Solutions: A2IT 
Mohali has created a niche for itself  in 
Industrial automation domain. We also 
execute projects in real time product 
development using variety of  operating 
systems such as Embedded Linux, Embedded 
Robotic, Raspberry Pi, Arduino, HMI & 
Automation Technologies.

Mr. Rajiv Kumar, the resource person at A2IT 
Pvt. Ltd. briefed about ethical hacking to the 
students. He informed students about the Kali 
Linux OS and Parrot OS, the tools available 
in these OS etc. Students were also guided 
with shell-phishing using Kali Linux. Mr. Rajiv 
Kumar demonstrated the spoofing attack in 
security by spoofing the email ids of  HR in 
IBMIndia.com and Google.com. Using these 
email ids, emails were sent to the students in 
the form of  offer letters granting jobs in these 
companies. Demonstration was also given by 
hacking the social accounts in mobile phone 
by simply using the email ids of  user. Using the 
email IDs alone, information like name of  the 
user, their social account password, IP address of  
the phone, developer of  the device, which ISP 
service is used were revealed. The session was 
highly informative. We fall short of  time.  
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Cynthia D’Souza,  Mangalore :  I enclose  
a cheque of  `.5150 as thanksgiving for  favours 
received  through the intercession of  Ven.Fr. 
Agenelo.   You  may  use  the  amount  for the  
welfare of  the  children  in  your  Ashram.  Please   
pray for me and my  family’s  good health.  

Winnie  D’Souza,  Karnataka :   I am  
sending  a cheque of   `.2510 as  my  contribution 
for  an  orphan  under  your  care.  Kindly  pray  
for us.  Many favours  have  been  granted to  
me  through the  powerful intercession  of  Ven.
Fr.Agnel.   

C.R. Fernandes Pune :    Enclosed  is   a 

cheque  of  `.10,000  for  the  welfare of  the 
destitute  children  under  your  care.    I wish 
you a  Happy  Christmas  and a  Prosperous  
New Year  2020.  Please pray for us.

Zacharias  Joseph Mannala, Sharjah :    I  
enclose  a  cheque of   `.50,000  which  you  may  
use for   the  maintenance and  education of  the 
Balbhuvan  boys.  Please  request  them  to  pray 
for  me and my family and for  all our  intentions.

Stanislaus  Castellino, Dubai :   Enclosed is 
a cheque of  `.10,000  towards  the  sponsorship 
of  a child in the Ashram.  Please  remember  us  
in  your  prayers. 

There is no Joy Greater 
than the Joy of 
GIVING

Mini Sponsorship Scheme 
Our Orphan Children  

need your Helping Hand

The scheme offers the Benefactors of  Fr. Agnel Ashram an opportunity to 
share in our noble work of  bringing up 800 underprivileged children in 

our Balbhavans at: Bandra in Mumbai, Vashi in Navi Mumbai, Pune, Goa 
and Greater Noida.
• You can become a Co-Sponsor of  an underprivileged child by paying 

`.1,200 or more per year.  You can pay the amount in monthly install-
ments of  `.100 or more.  

• We also have a Full Sponsorship Scheme for members paying `.9,000 or 
more per year.  The amount also can be paid in 
monthly installments of  `.750. 

Please contact : 

Rev. Fr. Superior, 
Fr. Agnel Ashram, Bandstand,  
Bandra (W),  
Mumbai – 400 050.  
Tel.: 022-67114000.  



Agnel Ashram News January 202017

TEARFUL   PRAYER  ANSWERED

Trichur-Kerala : I was completely bed-ridden 
following a major operation on my cervical disc. 
I had to fully depend on others for my every 
need including primary things. I could not move 
or tilt on my own. In this pitiable condition, I 
tearfully prayed to Venerable Fr. Agnelo for a 
healing, at least for a condition wherein I could 
do my primary needs without any help from 
others. I am now extremely happy to testify that 
Ven. Fr. Agnelo heard my fervent plea as I am 
now able to walk with the help of  a stick and do 
necessary basic things without much strain and 
pain. With a heartfull of  gratitude, an offering 
of  `.5000  to the Ashram. 

-K.C JOY   

                                          

 SAFE  AND  NORMAL  DELIVERY

Mira Road  :  Being a late conception, the 
doctor said  that my maiden delivery, by several 
reasons, would be very complicated and a 
Caesarean  might be required. I was under 
tension and got   panicky. I entrusted myself  to 
the protection of  Ven. Fr. Agnelo and fervently 
prayed to him for my safe confinement and 
normal delivery. I have now great pleasure to 
inform you that through the blessing of  Ven. Fr. 
Agnelo I had a safe and normal delivery with 
a healthy baby girl on the due date. We both 
are keeping hale and hearty. As a token of  my 
profound gratitude an offering of  `.5000 to the 
Ashram.  

-Nancy D’Souza  

PASSED   B M M  EXAM WITH  ‘A’ 
GRADE

Wadala :  I was praying to Ven. Fr. Agnelo to 
do better in my studies and through his blessing, 
I passed  B M M (Bachelor in Mass  Media)  
with ‘A’ grade and top in the College. My thanks 
offering of  `.500 to the Ashram.

-Freyna

BLESSED WITH  PROMOTION

Nalasopara :  I am working with a reputed 
shipping company for a long time but I was not 
given any promotion despite due qualification and 
experience. I invoked the powerful intercession 
of  Venerable Fr. Agnelo and fervently prayed to 
him.  I am now very happy to inform you that 
my fervent plea was answered as I am promoted 
as Chief  Officer of  the ship.  With immense 
joy and gratitude an offering of  `.5000  to the 
Ashram.   

- Vianney  Lemos 

BLESSED  WITH  JOB  IN  BANK

Aurangabad : I  am an ardent devotee of  
Venerable Fr. Agnelo from my childhood and 
would pray to him daily for my  better future.  
Through his blessing, I had a bright academic 
career and moreover I am now blessed with a 
job in a Nationalized Bank. As a token of  my 
sincere thanks an offering of  `.1200 to   the 
Ashram. 

 -Riya Despande  

FR. AGNEL’S BLESSINGS

17

Without faith a man can do nothing; 
with it all things are possible. 

– Sir William Osler
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D Fernandes Pune 500
Roshan Shinde Pune 500
Rebecca & Sean Mumbai 500
D.C. Baranwal Mumbai 500
Ronald Louis Thane 500
Julie J. D’Souza Vasai 500
P.P. Anildas Thane 500
Jatin Desai Valsad 500
Mercy Ravikumar Mumbai 500
Velladurai  & Fly. Mumbai 500
B.B. Amaria Mumbai 500
Y.S. Randeria Mumbai 500
Baby John Mumbai 500
S.V. Sonawane Mumbai 500
Rinia A. D’Mello Sonder 500
Agnel George Virar 500
U.D. Almeida Vasai 500
Ivan P. D’Souza Vasai 500
Leena  S. D’Silva Nallasopara 500
S.J. Almeida Vasai 500
Vidya John Mumbai 500
J.J. Ferades Mumbai 500
Mary John Mumbai 500
Norah S. Nayyar Mumbai 400
V. Ferreira Vasai 300
 P. Irani  Mumbai 300
Rudransh Rayal Mumbai 250
L.  Travesso Mumbai 250
S.A. Dandiwalla Mumbai 211
V. N. Todamkar Mumbai 201
Z.R. D’Silva Vasai 200
Caesar  Colaco Vasai 200
G. Ramesh Gujarat 200
Arkan A. D’Souza Mumbai 200
Jayal Achuthan Mumbai 200
Joaquim D’Souza Mumbai 200
Cruz P. Cardoz Mumbai 200
G.M. D’Mello Vasai 200
V. B. Pereira Mumbai 200
Rajni P. Brith Virar 200
P.M. D’Silva Vasai 200
Shobha Pillai Mumbai 200
Alex A. Tuscano Nallasopara 200
Betty Moniz Dahisar 150
M.P. Bapthalia Mumbai 101
S.L.  Kotta Mumbai 101
Hilda D’Silva Thane 100
Clara Menezes Mumbai 100
Celine D’Souza Mumbai 100
Manibhai Macwan Gujarat 100
S.S. Parmar Gujarat 100
R.S. Parmar Gujarat 100
S.D. D’Mello Vasai 100
M.M. Makwana Gujarat 100
Bethal Family Gujarat 100
Annie Fernandes Mumbai 100

S.M. D’Souza Thane 1000
H.B. Bandhai Gujarat 1000
Darab Bajina Mumbai 1000
Augustie D’Souza Mumbai 1000
Nikale F.B. Kalyan 1000
S.R. Nunes Vasai 1000
L U. Lopes Vasai 1000
Lucas Dabre Nallasopara 1000
Sahil J. Lopes Vasai 1000
M.W. D’Silva Thane 1000
J. Dantas Vasai 1000
Monica Dantas Vasai 1000
Jude  D’Souza Thane 700
Agee  O. Kini Mumbai 600
S. Texon Mumbai 600
Y.V. Solanki Mumbai 501
Aditya Sharma Thane 501
Adi K. Mistry Mumbai 501
E. Chauhan Gujarat 500
A.A. Furgose Vasai 500
F. Dias Virar 500
H.P. Gosalves Vasai 500
H.P. Vaghela Gujarat 500
P. Varghese Mumbai 500
D.S. J. Fernandes Mumbai 500
Enicio D’Souza Dombivli 500
A.S. D’Souza Vasai 500
Jeevan Britto Mumbai 500
Alisha Sharma Thane 500
K. Sharma Thane 500
Hetul Patel Vasai 500
Kantibhai Pijwala Nadiad 500
San John Lopes Mumbai 500
Stephen  D’Souza Mangalore 500
Behzad  Kharas Mumbai 500
Penal Naik Thane 500
Rita Mistry Mumbai 500
Ida  Rodrigues Mumbai 500
Nancy Daruwalla Mumbai 500
Janet  D’Souza Mumbai 500
Violet D’Sa Mumbai 500
Bilimoria Mumbai 500
Nimisha D’Souza Mumbai 500
L. J. D’Souza Mumbai 500
Sylvia s.  Lopes Vasai 500
Albert Fernandes Mumbai 500
R. Waghmare Airoli 500
Surekha Munkode Pune 500
Elsy Appu Mumbai 500
Donald D’Souza Dombivli 500
Grail,Vince Pereira Virar 500
Joyce Noronha Mumbai 500
Anthony Saldanha Mumbai 500
Semayon  Raja T.N. 500
O.A. D’Souza Virar 500
Akhil David Thane 500
A.R. Fernandes Vasai 500

Diana  Edulji Mumbai 100000
P. Srivastava Mumbai 50000
M D’Souza Mumbai 25000
Sunil S. Rane Nallasopara 10000
H.M. Silveira Vasai 10000
Macwan D’Silva Mumbai 9000
Wilfred A. D’Silva Mumbai 7500
A.L. Cardozo Mumbai 5000
Flavia D’Souza Mumbai 2500
 Gailaxmi Virar 2000
Robin R. Almeida Mumbai 2000
Ruffina Almeida Mumbai 2000
Sharol & Stephen Mumbai 2000
Amal P. Vasai 2000
S.S. Gomes Vasai 2000
Kevi Martis Mumbai 2000
J. Nadar Mumbai 2000
Albino Chettiar Mumbai 2000
M Mazdayurna  Mumbai 2000
Dr. C Benjamin Mumbai 2000
Sonia C. Mumbai 2000
Ruksana J. Dias Vasai 2000
Mona Fernandes Bhyander 2000
S.  Vaz Vasai 2000
Joseph Xavier Kalamboli 2000
J. Sajimon Navi Mumbai 2000
D.G. Correia Mumbai 2000
T.A. D’Souza Mumbai 2000
Lorna Shailesh Mumbai 2000
Ambika Tatkare Mumbai 2000
Hargavi U.Tatkare Mumbai 2000
M.T. Pandit Pune 2000
D.P. Dcosta Mumbai 2000
Avelynn, Karjat 2000 
Allwyn & Priti
M.C. Fernandes Vasai 2000
Anita Rao Mumbai 1200
Agnes P. Kanlela Dahanu 1200
K.A. Unapa Nashik 1100
Roshan Carnelio Mumbai 1000
P.Benjamin Mumbai 1000
Waye  Saldanha Mumbai 1000
S.A. Dabre Vasai 1000
Rachel D’Souza Thane 1000
E Fernandes Dombivli 1000
Neha Gala Mumbai 1000
I.S. Mahyavansh Gujarat 1000
H.M. Manek Mumbai 1000
D Fernandes Mumbai 1000
Joseph D’Cunha Vasai 1000
Savio J. Andrades Vasai 1000
Esther A. Rocha Vasai 1000
A Mascarenhas Thane 1000
Lonila D’Souza Naigaon 1000
Lily Moraes Naigaon 1000
Maria Karkera Navi Mumbai 1,000
S.J. Williams Nallasopara 1000

Out of Their Bounty
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International Conference at CRCE  Bandra

Chief Guest, Mr. Menezes addressing the gathering

Guest of Honor, Dr. S.V.Kulkarni addressing the gathering

Session in venue 2

Session in one of the venues 

Audience during inaugaration on 20th December 2019

Lighting the Lamp during inauguration by Keynote Speaker 
Dr. Shravan Hanasoge, Scientist, TIFR.

Chief Guest, Mr. Menezes lighting the Lamp
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A demo for an avid audience

Fr. Agnel International Chef Day, Verna Goa

Sampling the delicious cuisine

Lunch time

Feast time Master chefs


